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Abstract

Human trafficking is considered as one of the most challenging forms of exploitation due to the
difficulty in accurately detecting the exact number of victims. This type of crime operates at both the
domestic and international levels, affecting every country as a source, transit, or destination for
trafficked individuals. This article argues that during crises such as COVID-19, armed conflicts, or
climate change, traffickers have successfully adapted their modus operandi to exploit vulnerable
populations for profit maximization. The pandemic led to a rise in cybersex trafficking in India, where
traffickers targeted young children through online platforms. The war in Ukraine escalated the
vulnerability of refugees, looking for safety in other countries, making them main targets for trafficking
for sexual and labour exploitation. Climate change has had a devastating impact on the Venezuelan
population, forcing many to seek any form of employment, thus becoming exposed to trafficking. The
article identifies that an obstacle to efficiently address the issue of human trafficking occurs due to the
lack of clear definition of such definition as well as the existence of gaps in both domestic and
international legislations. It further examines that, during the time of crises, more stringent legal
frameworks and a harmonised international response are necessary to effectively handle the strategies
adopted by traffickers.

By analysing these crises, the article emphasizes the need for stronger legal frameworks and
coordinated international responses to address the evolving strategies of traffickers during periods of
disruptions.
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'KAhAHJBIK JAFIAPBICTBIH AJAM CAYJIACBIHA OCEPIH 3EPTTEY
(KYKBIKTBIK MOCEJIEJIEP)

Anoamna

AnaM caynacel KypOaHIapAblH HAKThl CaHBIH /IO aHBIKTAyIarbl KUBIHIBIKTApFa OaillaHBICTHI
KaHay/lblH €H KypAenl TypusepiHiH Oipi Oonbin caHanmanbl. KpUIMBICTBIH OyJl Typl 1IIKI JKOHE
XaJIbIKApaIbIK JICHI€i/Ie )KYMBIC ICTEHIi, op enre ajgaM cayJachlHbIH Ke3i, TpaH3UTI HeMece OapaTbIH
xepl petiHzae acep ereni. Makanana COVID-19, kapynbsl KakThIFBICTap HEMECE KIMMATTHIH ©3repyl
CHUSIKTBI JTaF/IapbICTap Ke3iHJIe ajiaM cayjarepliepi maiiilanbl OapbIHIIA apTThIPY YIIIH XaJTbIKTBIH OcCall
TOINTAphIH MaiijlaaHy YIIIH 63 9peKeTTepiH CoTTi OedimzaereHi aWTeuFad. [lanaemus YwuaictaHza
KuOepceKe caylachlHBIH 6CyiHe oKeJJli, OHJa ajaM cayjarepiiepi OHJaiH IartdopMaiap apKbUIbl
KIIIKEHTal Oananap/pl HbICAaHAFa ajpl. YKpawHaJarbl COFBIC Oacka enaepae Kayirci3miKTi 13AeHUTIH
OOCKBIHAAP/IBIH OCAI/BIFBIH KYLICHTIN, OJap/bl *KbIHBICTHIK KaHAy jkKoHe eHOeK KaHay MakKcaTbhIHIa
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alaM CayJachlHBIH HETI3Tri HbICAaHAChIHA aWHAIIBIpAbl. KimmarTeiH e3repyi Benecysnma xankbiHa
KOUKBIH ocep eTill, KONTEereH aJaMaap/ bl Ke3-KelreH KYMBIC TYPIH i37eyre MoxOyp €TTi, ochLIaiiiina
alaM cay/lachblHa YIIbIpajbpl. Makanama ajgam caynachl MOCENECIH THIMJI HICNIyre Kelepri MyHIai
AHBIKTAMAHBIH HAKThI aHBIKTAMACBIHBIH OOJIMaybIHA, COHIAN-aK IIIKi JKOHE XaJIBIKAPAIBIK 3aHHAMA-
Japia OJKBUTBIKTAp/IbIH OOybIHA OalTIaHBICTBI TYBIHIAWTHIHBI aHbIKTAFaH. O COHIal-aK Jaraapbic-
Tap Ke3iHAe ajaM caynarepliiepi KaObUIgaraH CTpaTerHsuiapbl THIMII KY3ere achlpy YIIiH HEFYPIIbIM
KaTaH KYKBIKTBIK 0a3a MEH VHIIECTIpUIreH XaJbIKapaliblK OpEKeT €Ty MIapalapbl KaKeT EKEHiH
3eprreiiai. OChl JaraapbICTapAbl TAIIA OTHIPBI, MaKalIaaa ajaM cayaarepiepiniH Oy3bUTy Ke3eHIe-
pIHZErT JaMblll Kelie >KaTKaH CTpaTerHsulapblH IIeIly YIIH KYKBIKTHIK 0a3aHbl HBIFAWTYy KOHE
YIJIECTIpIITeH XalIbIKAPAIBIK OpEKET €Ty IapajiapblH KaObUIAay KQKETTUII aTar oTireH.
Tyiiin ce3nep: anam caynacel, Covid-19, corpic, KTUMATTHIH ©3repyi, [lanepmo xarramackl
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N3YYEHMUE BJIMAHUA I'VIOBAJIBHOI'O KPU3UCA HA TOPI'OBJIIO JIIOAbMUA
(ITPABOBBIE ITPOBJIEMBbI)

Annomayus

ToproBist MOABMU CUYMTAETCS OJHOM M3 Haubornee OmacHbIX (OpM dKCIUTyaTalluu U3-3a
CIIO)KHOCTH TOYHOTO OMNPEICNICHUS YHCiIa KePTB. DTOT BUJ NPECTYIUICHWH COBEPIIAETCS Kak Ha
HAIIMOHAIBHOM, TaK M Ha MEXIYHApOJHOM YPOBHSX, 3aTparvBas KaXIyl0 CTpaHy KaK HCTOYHHK,
TPAH3UTHBIM TMYHKT WM TYHKT HAa3HAYEHHUS IS KEPTB TOPTOBIM JIOABMU. B 23Toil crarbe
yTBEPXKAaeTcs, 4To BO BpeMs Takux kpu3ucoB, kak COVID-19, Boopy:xeHHble KOH(IMKTHI WM
W3MEHEHHE KJIMMaTa, TOPTOBIbl JIFOABMH YCICIIHO aJanTHPOBATIA CBOM METOABI Pa0OTHI JUIS
AKCILUTyaTallu YSI3BUMBIX TPYII HACENICHHUS C IeTbI0 MakcuMu3almu npuosim. [lannemus npusena K
pocTy KHOEepCceKCyaabHON TOProBIU JIFOAMH B WHMM, T7€ TOPTOBIIBI JIFOJABMH OPHEHTHUPYIOTCS Ha
MaJleHbKHX JieTell yepe3 oHnaiH-mardopmbl. BoitHa B YKpanHe MOBbICHIIA YS3BUMOCTh OEKEHIIEB,
KOTOpBbIE MIYT 0€30MacHOCTU B JIPYIMX CTpaHaxX, YTO JEJAET UX OCHOBHBIMHU OOBEKTaMH TOPTOBIIH
JIOAbMH B LEISAX CEKCyaJlbHOW W TPYIOOBOM 3KCIUTyaTallMd. VI3MeHeHue KiMMarta oOKasajio
pa3pyLIMTENbHOE BO3JEWCTBHE HAa HaceleHHe BeHecyaunbl, BBIHYAMB MHOTMX HCKaTh JIOOYIO0 (Gopmy
3aHATOCTH, YTO TNPUBEIO K TOProBiie JIIOJbMH. B cTarbe yka3bIBaeTCsi, YTO MNPENSATCTBUEM IS
3¢ (dEeKTUBHOTO pelieHrs: MpoOIeMbl TOPTOBIH JIFOJBMH SIBIISIETCS OTCYTCTBHUE UYETKOTO OIPECIICHUS
ATOr0 TOHSATHS, a TaKKe HaIM4Me NpOOEeNoB KaK BO BHYTPEHHEM, TaK U B MEXIYHApPOJHOM
3akoHOJaTenbCTBE. Jlaiee B HEM paccMaTrpuBaeTcs BOMPOC O TOM, YTO BO BpPEeMs KpPHU3HCOB
HEOOXOIMMBI OOJiee CTPOrue MPaBOBHIE PAMKU M COTJIACOBAHHBIE MEKIYHAPOIHbBIE OTBETHBIE MEPHI JIJIsI
3¢ (HEKTUBHOTO OCYIIECTBIICHUS CTPATErUiA, MPUMEHSIEMbIX TOPTOBIIAMH JIFOIbMHU.

AHanMM3Upys 3T KPHU3KCHI, B CTaThe MOMYEPKUBACTCS HEOOXOIUMOCTh YKPETUICHHS PaBOBOM
0a3pl W CKOOPJAMHHUPOBAHHBIX MEXKIYHAPOIAHBIX MEp pPEarMpoBaHMUsS HA MEHSIOIIUECS CTPATETHH
TOPTOBIIEB JIFOJBMU B MIEPUOJIHI COOEB.

KiroueBsblie ciaoBa: topromms moapmu, Covid-19, BoiiHa, m3MeHeHWe kiumara, [lamepmckmii
MIPOTOKOJI.

Introduction
Human trafficking is recognised as one of the most complex and challenging forms of exploitation
across the world. It is a form of organised crime that operates not only at the domestic level but also on a
transnational scale, involving many countries. Thus, any country can be considered as a source, transit,
or destination for trafficking networks to recruit, exploit, and profit from their victims. Traffickers
usually use their own strategy to attract vulnerable individuals for their criminal activities. However,
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during times of global disruptions, criminal activity of traffickers does not decline. In turn, it forces
traffickers to adapt to new circumstances and recruit victims through other methods. The article
discusses human trafficking during times of crisis, particularly looking at the impacts of Covid-19, war,
and climate change, that lead to the rise of criminal activities [1]. It argues that such challenging
circumstances can increase individuals’ vulnerability, making them easy targets for traffickers. The
article examines cases of human trafficking across various countries to assess how they address the issue
both domestically and internationally. It starts with an explanation of the significance of focusing
attention particularly on human trafficking, and addressing the challenges posed by its dubious
definition. The article then moves to examining the impact of Covid-19 on the growth of cybersex cases
in India. Then, it explores the connection between war and human trafficking, demonstrating how the
war makes individuals more vulnerable and more likely to become the subjects of sexual and labour
exploitation [2]. The paper also addresses the pressing issue of climate change, using the example of
Venezuela’s natural disasters to show how traffickers use this disruption for their own benefits in
exploiting individuals. Finally, the article concludes by summarising the key points explored and
highlighting the major trends in how traffickers adapt their strategies during crises like these. It also
offers the author’s own contribution and recommendation for States to adopt certain measures to
enhance their responses in dealing with human trafficking issues in situations like war, pandemic, or
climate change.

Materials and methods

At the end of 1980s, organised crime has become a significant issue in most European countries.
However, the term ‘organised crime’ itself remains a subject of controversy. Nevertheless, it is
commonly acknowledged that activities with involvement of violence or threat to exert control over
individuals or resources are used in relation to the organised crime term. The rise of criminal networks
led to their involvement in various illicit activities, such as drug trafficking, arms smuggling, human
trafficking, and other transnational crimes [3]. Along with this, the growth of globalism has contributed
to the activities of organised crime, making it more complicated and involving a wide range of cross-
border criminal activities. However, to make the essay more focused and explain the issue of organised
crime in-depth, it focuses particularly on human trafficking that has recently gained attention across
various disciplines including law and criminology. It is important to explore it as the issue with human
trafficking concerns every nation, whether as a country of origin, transit, or destination for trafficking
victims [4]. There is still no accurate data on victims of human trafficking compared to other forms of
trafficking, primarily due to lack of precise definitions, underreporting, and the challenges associated
with tracking and documenting cases. The cases of human trafficking occur in most places around the
world, despite being recognised as an illegal activity, involving different forms of trafficking from
sexual exploitation to forced labour [5].

The following sections explain that what drives a person to become a human trafficker is to get
advantage and exploitation of individuals that live in vulnerable conditions, such as poverty or
displacement. Importantly, the main goal of the organised crime is to generate a financial gain of those
who manage and conduct human trafficking activities, but not those who become direct victims of such
criminal acts. Therefore, due to the absence of precise definition of the term ‘trafficking’, it remains
complicated to hold perpetrators responsible for their actions. In 2000, the United Nations’ General
Assembly has adopted the United Nations (UN) Trafficking Protocol, known as the Palermo Protocol.
The Protocol has widened the scope of the term ‘trafficking” by now acknowledging that men can also
become victims of such crime as well as children and women [6]. The drafters of the Protocol have
provided specific objective of the document, yet they did not manage to conclude the precise and clear
definition of the ‘trafficking’. Thus, this has led to a situation where each State adopts its’ own
definition of the word ‘trafficking’ and argue that each of their interpretation follows an international
agreement, while it is not the case as those terms do not align with the definition that is outlined under
the Palermo Protocol. However, by redrawing attention from the controversy over terminology, there is

a common feature that determines if the activity involves human trafficking, such as ‘recruiting
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individuals, transporting, and transferring them through forceful and fraudulent means with the aim to
make profit from these individuals.” From the Prosecutor v Kunarac case, the Appeals Chambers stated
that human trafficking refers to the modern slavery, where the actus reus involves exercising powers by
taking ownership over an individual, and the mens rea constitutes the intentional deprivation of the
individual’s autonomy through forceful or coercive actions [7]. Moreover, with the progression of
technologies, it has provided traffickers with possibility to quickly identify potential victims and exploit
them, which is explained in the next section in relation to Covid-19.

Results and discussion

From the previous discussion, it has been determined that it already remains complicated to detect
and prosecute human trafficking activities. Nevertheless, the situation has become more complex with
appearance of Covid-19 that has impact social and economic sectors and led to the increase of sex
trafficking cases. As a result, this caused significant unemployment, food scarcity, and housing
instability, which severely affected vulnerable populations. Criminologist Robert Agnew, through his
General Strain Theory, explains that when individuals encounter significant strains in their lives, they
become more prone to engage in criminal behaviour [8]. For instance, dissatisfaction with one's living
conditions or financial losses can result in negative emotions, such as frustration or anger, ultimately
driving an individual toward criminal activity as a coping mechanism. This can explain the increase in
sex trafficking, as traffickers were forced to adapt their methods to achieve their primary goal, such as
generating revenue, amid the new stay-at-home restrictions [9].

It is important to emphasise that the situation with Covid-19 has particularly put children at a big
risk, as they tend to spend more time online on various forums and gaming platforms, making them
more vulnerable to become trafficking victims [10]. This can happen as traffickers can make promises
to their victims and provide them with a “good paid job” through online advertising. For instance, India
experienced a significant rise in child sex trafficking, caused by the loss of parents to Covid-19, or the
unemployment of parents, which made children seek work to support their struggling families.
Therefore, an economic hardship serves as a push factor that makes children to look for online jobs,
especially during pandemic time when many adolescents lost access to school meals and were pressured
to support themselves and their families. This explains the reason children become perfect targets for
traffickers, as their desperation often leads them to accept low-paying jobs and work under inhumane
conditions. Data from the National Centre for Missing and Exploited Children revealed a dramatic surge
in online exploitation, from 2 million in March 2020 to 4.2 million in April 2020. Moreover, Table 1
illustrates a remarkable increase in the number of online ads on Oklute (a site for commercial sex work)
since the beginning of Covid-19 outbreak [11].

Moreover, the pandemic forced traffickers to change their modus operandi, targeting young girls
and luring them into false love relationships, forcing them to migrate to other cities where they were
coerced into exploitation. In such situation, traffickers confine their victims in a windowless room with
no doors or curtains, providing them only with a webcam with prohibition to leave the room.
Considering the pandemic situation, victims had even more challenges to escape from traffickers due to
restrictions around the world. On the other hand, the Supreme Court of India adopted a suo-moto
approach to address the violence and abuse faced by children during the Covid, including sex trafficking
issues. The Court also expanded the interpretation of “force” in the People’s Union For the Democratic
Rights v Union of India case to include compulsion coming due to lack of financial means that force
individuals to take underpaid labour, leaving them no choice. Still, addressing commercial sex
exploitation remains legally complicated issue in India, as the country lacks specific legislation dealing
with human trafficking, particularly in the context of online platforms. Another reason is that due to
unprofessional approach of Indian police and their lack of digital knowledge in relation to cybercrimes
makes it more challenging to identify situations with involvement of human trafficking on online
platforms. The traffickers have also managed to cover carefully their activities from potential clients as
well as from the law enforcement authorities. The Palermo Protocol that is aimed to protect victims of
human trafficking, lacks a universally accepted definition of what constitutes trafficking in persons,
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creating inconsistencies in its interpretation and application across jurisdictions. It becomes more
complicated when addressing online criminal acts conducted by traffickers, as most States do not
explicitly criminalise such activities. The Protocol could benefit from specifically addressing the
blackmail of victims by traffickers, involving the use of digital recordings of their exploitation. The
travaux preparatoires nature of the Protocol also leaves the issue of victims' consent unclear to allow
States to interpret and apply the provisions of the Protocol according to their own legal frameworks and
cultural views on consent [12]. The case of Covid-19 demonstrates how the pandemic exacerbated the
challenges of human trafficking, significantly increasing the vulnerability of children and young girls to
online sex trafficking. The next section explores a similar issue that arises from armed conflicts. Since
the start of the war in Ukraine, the number of refugees have dramatically raised, providing a new
opportunity for traffickers to get advantage of such crisis and exploit the vulnerable population [13].

The connection between war and human trafficking cannot always be immediately apparent, but
armed conflict significantly increases vulnerability. However, when human rights laws are disregarded
and safety protections are lacking, it creates an ideal environment for small, organised crime groups to
engage in human trafficking. Traffickers change their modus operandi by forcibly recruiting children
into armed groups and exploiting individuals for sexual abuse or forced labour. As discussed in Section
1, it is challenging to determine the exact number of human trafficking victims, but with the military
conflict it becomes even more complicated due to the absence of state authority and the weakening rule
of law [14]. The 2022 Russian’s full invasion in Ukraine led to the influx of refugees fleeing to other
countries, increasing the risk of becoming victims for traffickers and modern slavery. Before the start of
war in 2014, Ukraine used to be a source, transit, and destination for forced labour and sex trafficking.
However, with the start of the 2022 war, Ukraine has become a source country only for traffickers.
Under the establishment of martial law, Ukraine restricted the departure of most men from the country,
leading to approximately 90% of Ukrainian refugees being women. This demographic shift
considerably increased female vulnerability to sexual and labour trafficking, as they became the main
targets of exploitation. Criminal groups mainly target women by presenting false promises of
employment in modelling, the beauty industry, and even opportunities to study abroad. However, the
victims often find themselves working in clubs and bars, primarily forced to provide intimate service
and often being unaware that they are victims of sexual exploitation [15]. Traffickers often target
Ukrainian refugees both within and beyond Ukraine, approaching them through online communication
platforms, within refugee camps, or at border crossings. There has also been an increased percentage of
refugees from Ukraine who were ready to undertake unpaid jobs and work for long hours as a means of
escaping the war, which has made it easier for traffickers to exploit them [16].

On the contrary, European countries helped to reduce the influx of Ukrainians refugees being
trafficked by giving them a temporary right to work, healthcare, education, such as the EU 2001
Temporary Protection Directive. European States undertook a distinct approach toward Ukrainian
refugees, refraining from deporting them for irregular border crossing in contrast to other refugee
groups. Nevertheless, Ukrainian refugees continue to work under exploitative working conditions with
low-paying jobs and weak labour rights. Many refugees accept these conditions due to limited
proficiency in the local language, a lack of awareness regarding their rights, or simply a mistrust in the
judicial system. This leads in their willingness to accept dubious job offers or engage in unpaid trial
periods, further heightening their vulnerability to exploitation. In 2022, the Ukrainian government also
stated that because of the presence of armed conflict on its’ territory, it leads to the absence of required
resources to address the issue of human trafficking, making it more complicated to enforce the Palermo
Protocol. Also considering the martial law taking place, which prevents the full implementation of the
Protocol. Moreover, it remains difficult to get full information of human trafficking victims due to the
lack of data being available, particularly during armed conflict. The armed conflict in Ukraine
demonstrates that the armed conflicts change trafficking strategies, as it incentivises traffickers to place
a higher focus on targeting the most vulnerable population, such as women and children, for labour and
sexual exploitation. Similarly, the following section illustrates the connection of the climate change to

the human trafficking, where the former has become a catalyst factor by providing human traffickers
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with opportunity to get advantage of the crises situation and adopt a different approach by targeting the
vulnerable proportion of population [17].

Climate change has become a major problem affecting the living conditions of people variably
from long-term shifts in temperature to severe droughts, floods, wildfires, and other natural disasters.
The UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres stated that the consequences of climate change led to the
increase of human trafficking cases as it creates a vulnerable and desperate environment [18]. In such
scenario, the poor part of population become victims of natural disasters as they tend to suffer from the
loss of vital resources that are their major contributor to the economy, serve as a major contributor to
their economy, including agriculture and fishing industries. Therefore, the damage to the economy
results in the rise of poverty and prices of goods, making the population vulnerable targets for the
traffickers [19].

From 2013 to 2016, Venezuela experienced a severe drought due to significant lack of rainfall that
extremely impacted its agriculture and energy sectors, negatively contributing to the country’s economy,
and healthcare system [20]. According to Article 12(2) of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), it states that States must ‘take all necessary measures to ensure
the full realisation of the right to physical and mental health of its citizens’. Moreover, the General
Comment No. 14 emphasises if a responsible State fails to meet its” obligations by not making the full
use of its available resources to ensure the implementation of the right to health, it will be considered as
a breach with international human rights obligations [21]. In situation with Venezuela, the national
government failed to effectively use its resources, wasting them due to corruption and poor governance,
resulting in poverty which is also supported by climate change. This was a push factor which led around
35,300 Venezuelans to migrate to the closest island Trinidad and Tobago, with the aim to fulfil their
basic needs, such as food, healthcare, employment, and others [22]. The harmful natural disasters put
serious strains on the State's resources, compelling them to provide basic human necessities, while
diverting attention from anti-trafficking efforts. In search of better opportunities, these vulnerable people
become easy targets of traffickers due to their desperation and trust with a promise of a high-paying job
[23]. As a result, traffickers can post more advertisements aimed at specific ethnicity or nationality.
Through fraudulent job offers in domestic service and low-skilled work in unregulated brothels,
Venezuelan children and women become main targets for sexual and labour exploitation [24]. Overall,
Venezuelan migrants in Trinidad and Tobago experience harsh working conditions, earning low salaries
and working long hours in roles that are typically avoided by the local population. Some argue that
through labour exploitation it allows traffickers to recruit victims and pay them low wages, which
decreases the cost of labour and increases profit.

Despite legal protections that provide some benefits for migrants, the legal system is poorly
enforced, and Venezuelans must work under inhumane conditions with low compensation [25]. Under
human rights law, States have positive obligations to “act with due diligence” to protect individuals
becoming victims of traffickers. Trinidad and Tobago’s legislation, the Trafficking Persons (TiPs) Act,
lacks clear definitions of terms “forced labour” and “slavery” with an issue of proving the intent to
exploit, leading to legal gaps that undermine justice. A 2021 case of a Venezuelan woman who was
forced to sell her child was overruled due to unclear legal standards and unreliable evidence. Even
though the island is party to numerous international protocols and conventions, it fails to fulfil its
obligations to protect human rights, particularly of migrants due to its’ ineffective and undeveloped
legal provisions. Moreover, climate change acts as a confounder by weakening legal institutions, failing
to lower the number of trafficking instances as well as the diminishing the capability to incorporate anti-
trafficking laws efficiently [26].

Human trafficking is a multi-billion-dollar criminal industry operating globally, generating profits
of approximately 9.5§ billion every year. Therefore, it remains a complicated problem to address it
quickly and efficiently, as behind the scenes such activity serves the interest of some powerful
individuals and States. This explains the reason of the failure to adopt solution for this issue despite the
establishment of anti-trafficking laws or international agreements. It can also be the case that to meet the
interests of wealthy and influential actors, States adopt vague domestic and international legislations
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regarding human trafficking. Despite the fact, that the term of ‘human trafficking’ has expanded by
including not only sexual exploitation but also forced labour, forced marriage, or child soldiering, some
States can still take advantage of this ambiguity to apply the term in the way that aligns with their own
agendas [27].

Appendix
Table 1.

Figure 2: Number of ads and video-related ads on Oklute
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Conclusion

The article narrowed the question to focus primarily on the issue of human trafficking and how the
activities of traffickers change in times of crises, such as Covid-19, war, and climate change. From the
three crises discussed, it is evident that instances of human trafficking have increased significantly as a
direct consequence. All three examples demonstrate that in turbulent situations, traffickers can easily
change their modus operandi to exploit new opportunities for identifying victims, ultimately serving
their primary goal of maximising profit. For instance, during the pandemic, traffickers changed their
methods by utilising online platforms and applications to identify potential victims and attract new
clients, as was discussed in the case of India. Traffickers also take advantage of vulnerable refugees who
flee from their home countries due to the war, which could be seen with the case of Ukraine in 2022.
Poverty and climate change in Venezuela have significantly contributed to the rise in human trafficking
cases, as affected individuals who wanted to secure any form of employment or income to survive
became easy targets for traffickers. A common pattern across all three crises is that most victims were
women and young individuals who were seeking employment but ended up exploited either sexually or
through forced labour. The article also emphasised that poverty, poor governance and lack of income
are the root causes of human trafficking and push factors, forcing victims to accept any type of
employment to support themselves or families. Although some States have implemented domestic anti-
trafficking laws to prevent human trafficking, enforcement remains challenging during crises such as
war or the Covid-19 pandemic. The internationally recognised Palermo Protocol also has proven to be
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ineffective due to its lack of precise definitions in these specific scenarios. It was argued that some
States would benefit to have ambiguous definitions to apply the law in their own interpretation. I would
highlight this gap in international and domestic legislation, and recommend that States provide clear
definitions of trafficking, explicitly identify victims, and address human trafficking during the crises
discussed in the article. Human trafficking remains one of the challenging types of exploitation, mostly
due to the difficulty in finding out the exact number of victims. Therefore, it is essential for laws to be
strengthened and more effectively always enforced, regardless of the existing circumstances.

Authors’ contributions

Milena Tripkovic made a significant contribution to the development of the conceptual and
methodological framework of the research. The author participated in defining the research problem,
clarifying the purpose and key research questions, ensuring theoretical clarity and scientific validity of
the article structure. Proposed and justified the use of appropriate methods of analysis, including
comparative-analytical and interpretive approaches. During the preparation of the article M. Tripkovich
analyzed the interpretation of the results, she highlighted the most significant relationships and
formulated reasoned conclusions. At the final stage, she conducted a comprehensive review of the text,
made recommendations to improve the logic of presentation, correctness of terminology, structure and
style of scientific narrative. The author made a significant contribution to the formulation of the
conclusions of the article, summarizing the results of the analysis and emphasizing the need to
strengthen the regulatory framework and apply coordinated interstate responses to the adaptive
strategies of traffickers.

Anelya Suerbaeva played a key role in choosing analytical directions and shaping the structure of
the article. She identified the main research problem - the impact of global crises (COVID-19, armed
conflicts and climate change) on the transformation of human trafficking mechanisms - and formulated
the research hypothesis that criminal networks adapt their exploitation models to new conditions in
order to increase profits. The author has independently conducted a comprehensive analysis of
international and regional sources, including reports of human rights organizations, law enforcement
data, UN studies and relevant academic publications. She collected and analyzed case studies from three
key countries - India, Ukraine and Venezuela - revealing how different types of crises differentially
increase the vulnerability of populations and open new opportunities for traffickers. The author
developed an argumentation demonstrating the growth of cybersexual exploitation of children in India
during the pandemic, reasonably highlighted the increased vulnerability of Ukrainian refugees in war
conditions, and analyzed the impact of climate change on the socio-economic situation of the population
of Venezuela as a factor leading to the involvement of people in labor exploitation. Suerbaeva A. also
conducted a detailed review of domestic and international legal norms, including the provisions of the
Palermo Protocol. Based on this analysis, she formulated proposals to strengthen the legal framework
and international coordination in times of crisis.
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